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With the 2019 general election only a few weeks away, the 
campaigns, debates and promises are in full swing.

Muslims in Britain are therefore once again embroiled in 
the discussion around the permissibility of partaking in a 
non-Islamic, liberal political system. The textual evidences 
are clear-cut in their dismay for ruling by anything other 
than what Allah (swt) has revealed. As such, Muslims, in 
their zeal to seek real change, have sought to rationally 
justify the need to vote.

Reputable scholars issuing fatawa for voting being per-
missible have further added to the confusion around the 
reality of Western democracies.

This deep dive assesses the British political set-up and 
will demonstrate the fallacy and political hegemony of the 
democratic system. One will quickly realise elections have 
little difference in a system that caters for the ones who 
uphold it, let alone Muslims.

The British capitalist system was and remains in place to 
ultimately cater to its own principles and ideology. These 
are radically different to Islamic values. Any contribu-
tion to it therefore will simply support the establishment 
in maintaining power. Consider the current cohort of 
Muslim MPs, for example: not one could stand to hold the 
incumbent PM to account for his mockery of the niqab.

“Today’s establishment is made up – as it has always been 
– of powerful groups that need to protect their position in 
a democracy in which almost the entire adult population 
has the right to vote. The establishment represents an at-
tempt on behalf of these groups to ‘manage’ democracy, to 
make sure that it does not threaten their own interests.”[1]

Today’s Establishment are those groups who are bound 
together by common economic interests and a shared 
mentality: in particular a mentality that holds that those 
at the top deserve ever greater power and wealth. The 
countries large financial sector, big business, the media, a 
host of neoliberal think tanks and the westminster party 
political system all constitute the establishment in the UK.
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26 Rabi’ al-awwal 1441
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In his masterpiece, the System of Islam, eminent 
scholar and political activist, founder of Hizb ut-
Tahrir, Sheikh Taqiuddin Nabahani mentions of the 
West’s incessant need to wield power through wealth:

“Though democracy is a part of capitalism, it is less 
prominent than the economic system. This is because 
the capitalist economic system in the West influences 
the government to the extent the capitalists are effec-
tively the real rulers.”

Historically, MPs did not receive a salary. The ruling 
elite were always able to sustain themselves through 
other means as they were usually the wealthy elite 
already. The parliamentary system therefore was 
designed to be run by aristocrats and landlords. The 
left-wing then lobbied for salaries and MPs eventu-
ally received an annual stipend of £400 from 1911. 
Times have changed, and MP salaries have grown 
since then. Today, any salary receiving MP will be 
fortunate enough to be one of the top 5% earners in 
the UK.

MPs continue to push for higher salaries. Eventual-
ly, media moguls backed this campaign. The Daily 
Telegraph wrote that “the market rate for top talent is 
more competitive than ever. This is an age when big 
law firms will pay the best graduates north of £50,000 
and public company CEO pay shows double-digit 
growth every year. When we recruit our MPs, we 
should be prepared to compete for the best talent” 
[2].

The argument that MPs have to be paid sums most 
voters could only dream of, to attract the best ‘talent’ 
to Westminster, is an argument that might have come 
straight out of a City of London boardroom. And this 
is precisely the point. This points to a stark reality 
that politics is a career in the UK.

Contrast this to the noble trust in Islam that is un-
dertaken by those who work to look after the affairs 
of the ummah.

As the Nabi  (saw) said:

“Seven will be under the shade of Allah on the day 
when there will be no other shade but His. The first 
of which will be a just ruler.” [Bukhari]

The following statistics shed further light. As of 2017 
[3], MPs who are private landlords are made up of :

·       28%  Conservatives;
·       25% Liberal Democrats, and
·       11% Labour.

Given the above, it is only befitting of parliamentar-
ians to ensure that the wealthy are looked after. The 
Conservative MP Richard Benyon, for example, is 
Britain’s wealthiest parliamentarian, with a net wealth 
of £110m. In one year, Benyon’s estate received £625k 
from just one council, West Berkshire [4].

It should come as no surprise then that the general 
masses struggle to trust their politicians: 72% of Brit-
ons don’t trust MPs to tell the truth and 65% think 
that most MPs use their power for personal gain. 
Such is the depraved situation of democracy today.

 
A recent investigation found 
that “Westminster politi-
cians hold directorships in 
firms with annual revenues 
of £220b and only 40% of 
them are declared” [5]. The 
connections and networks 
an MP makes in the cham-
bers of Westminster act as 
a lucrative platform for a 
bright future.

Self-Sustaining Careers
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One such example is David Miliband who earned 
£75k for 15 days work as vice-chairman of Sunder-
land Football Club. Miliband was paid another £14k 
to present at law firm CMS Cameron McKenna. 
VantagePoint, an energy investor, paid Miliband 
£100k for four days advisory work. The United Arab 
Emirates secured Mr. Miliband’s presence at an event 
for £64k plus expenses.

David Miliband’s former boss Tony Blair dwarfs 
these vast sums of cash. Blair eared $13m per year 
to advise the government of Kazakhstan; a known 
butcher of Islamic activists. Ironically, opposition 
parties reported that human rights abuses actually 
increased whilst Blair was on the Kazakhstan govern-
ment’s payroll.



5

It is often perceived that the establishment is a Tory 
club with Labour posing as the anti-establishment 
movement. There may be substance to this observa-
tion: over the last century, the Tories have held power 
for 61 years as opposed to the 36 years of Labour. The 
Conservatives are viewed as having the purest com-
mitment to the capitalist ideology with the support 
of wealthy city elites and aristocrats bankrolling Tory 
initiatives.

What has become apparent, however, is that the 
Labour Party’s shift to the centre ground has bought 
them in line with establishment mantras. Tony Blair 
and New Labour initiated the move towards the 
right, which yielded in Labour’s doubling its longest 
reign of consecutive years in power. In 2002, Mar-
garet Thatcher paid homage to this shift in a speech 
where the Iron Lady stated:

With this in mind, any sniff of movement back to 
the left is met with a ferocious discourse from the 
establishment. Ed Miliband was deemed as an unac-
ceptable break from establishment thinking. He was 
subsequently hounded by the media and political 
opponents. Often dubbed “Red Ed” (as his father was 
a communist academic). The media portrayed Mili-
band as a Trade Unionist with little regard for liberal 
values. The media’s coordinated attacks on Miliband 
with slogans of Stalinist and Marxist lover is in a sim-
ilar fashion to the barrage thrown at Jeremy Corbyn 
today.
 
Miliband was in fact less radical than 
portrayed [7]:

• a YouGov poll in 2013 showed 
75% of voters backed Miliband’s 
proposals to give the government 
the powers to set utility prices;

• 70% of Britons wanted energy 
re-nationalised (something Milib-
and hadn’t even proposed);

• 66% of voters wanted the railways 
and Royal Mail back in public 
ownership; and

• 60% of Britons advocated a 75% 
tax band for those earning above 

“Our greatest achievement was 
Tony Blair. We forced our oppo-

nents to change”[6]

The Battle of Blue and Red £1 m.

In an editorial, journalist Allister Heath responded to 
the poll findings:

”Slowly but surely, the public is turning its back 
on the free-market economy and re-embracing an 
archaic version of socialism which, if implemented, 
would end in tears,” he warned. “On some economic 
issues, the public is far more left wing than the Tories 
realise or than Labour can believe” [8].

The lack of harmony between the will of the masses 
and the actions of the politicians demonstrates how 
politicians do not truly serve the people. The reality 
is the establishment rule the country to serve their 
interests. Representative democracy gives the false 
impression that the people have a say. Politics has just 
become a closed-shop for the privileged.

As such, the average citizen is unlikely to penetrate 
the Westminster bubble. In Boris Johnson’s cabinet, 
“nearly two-thirds of Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
cabinet were privately educated, according to re-
search” [9].

• Ministers are nine times more likely to have at-
tended a fee-paying school, compared to just 7% 
of the wider public.

• As it stands, 29% of sitting MPs attended private 
schools.

It is thus apparent that the corridors of power have 
established themselves as a separate body to the rest 
of society: working to remove the “establishment” 
will not be a case of voting them out. Their mecha-
nisms of control ensure that the establishment thrive 
at the expense of the weak and oppressed.
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A common narrative is that working-class civilians 
are scrounging off the state. Working class people, it 
is argued, squeeze the state out of welfare payments 
and concessions. As such, they are lazy - they have no 
drive and are happy to let the state look after them.

Yet evidence shows that it is establishment figures 
who benefit most from the state coffers. The UK arms 
industry, for example, a bastion of UK manufactur-
ing, is the continual benefactor of UK government 
subsidies. The UK government spends £700m on UK 
arms export subsidies each year.[10]

Many of these weapons produced in the UK end 
up in the hands of the establishment MPs’ foreign 
clients. Many have their hands soaked in the blood of 
the millions of innocent Muslims worldwide.
Whilst these subsidies may not be classified as JSA 
payment or a child care benefit, the UK arms in-
dustry is just one of many industries that benefit (or 
scrounge) off the state. The taxpayer is simply expect-
ed to pick up the tab.

Without the help of government, many of these in-
dustries would struggle to maintain their monopolies 
and bumper profits. And at a time when austerity is 
shredding the quality of life of the masses, Britain’s 
wealthy elite continue to consolidate their power. Fi-
nancial aid from the government is just one of many 
practices the establishment use to retain the service 
of whichever party is in power.

Elsewhere, the establishment’s mechanisms of main-
taining power is seen on the collusion on tax. What 
are perceived as losses to government are just anoth-
er illustration of the blatant collusion that happens in 
the corridors of power.

In the last financial year, because of tax avoidance, it 
is estimated that the UK government lost £35bn in 
tax revenue [11]. In investigating recent high-profile 
cases of tax avoidance, it becomes evident the gov-
ernment just acts as the ‘fall guy’ for the establish-

ment.

One striking example of collusion was the case of 
Vodafone. During the recent waves of austerity un-
der the Cameron government, Vodafone was mired 
in a tax scandal where HMRC argued that Vodafone 
owed it £6bn. After a month of deliberations and court 
proceedings, Vodafone and HMRC settled on a signif-
icantly lower sum of £1.2bn [12]. This case was thrown 
out after a trade mission to India in which George Os-
bourne privately met with Vodafone’s board and agreed 
to settle the matter.

But most shockingly, this case was thrown out at the 
same time when the UK government were forcing 
cuts to the state in the sum of £6bn (the same amount 
Vodafone should have paid).

Furthermore, the notion of collusion and maintaining 
power is illustrated through the dealings of the Big 4 
accounting firms. These accounting firms are known to 
sign lucrative contracts with government to advise on 
how to design tax law. At the same time, a large portion 
of their business is to advise clients on how to avoid 
these tax laws. The designers of the law know the flaws 
of the law.

These mechanisms of collusion in a free market cap-
italist state ensure the wealth is kept at the top and 
leaves power unchallenged. Big businesses are there-
fore inclined to bankroll these political parties and 
work in their interests. The political parties have a 
vested interest in serving the interests of big business. 
Legislation and controls are therefore implemented for 
the benefit of the establishment, not the masses.

The power of business
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Nowhere could one witness the establishment in its 
purest, undistilled form than the City of London. 
The UK financial system was designed to nurture 
and sustain business for the benefit of society. But 

modern City institutions indulge independently of 
the state. What becomes apparent is the City acts as 
a separate function to rest of society. As one insider 

put it, ‘The financial services sector and the City 
is actually there to serve an economic purpose, 

but I think now that it’s only purpose is to serve 
itself.’[13]

It is important to note here that the City does 
not wield undue influence over just one political 

party. The common view is that the City is a Tory 
institution that scorns at Labour’s “socialist” poli-
cies. However, in New Labour’s shift to the centre 
ground, Gordon Brown, during his tenure as the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, bought in waves of 

free regulation.

As such, it is not just one political party that is 
held at the mercy of the City. Modern banking and 

financial institutions are a significant arm of the 
establishment. Regulation and political will can 

only be approved with the acceptance of the City. 
Any shift away from the establishment’s vision will 

be a self-inflicting defeat for those who wish to 
challenge it.

But again, the effects of City’s irresponsible be-
havior are felt by those who are not involved in it: 

the rest of society. Because of tax avoidance, the 
City paid very little tax in boom years; because of 
deregulation, tax-payers bailed the City out from 

the ‘mother of all bail-outs’ which was the financial 
crisis of 2008.

Lobbying, political donations and many former 
City figures are at the heart of power in Westmin-

ster corridors. The financial sector therefore wields 
formidable influence in the establishment. The 

reality of the financial sector sums up the notion of 
‘one rule for the elite, another rule for everybody 

else’.

The City
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The media is another pillar of the establishment. It is 
often used by the establishment to deflect attention 
from the elite. Many headlines regarding benefit 
scroungers and the like have been useful in refocus-
ing the public’s perception of the cause of societal 
problems.
 
A YouGov poll found that people think that 27% of 
social security is claimed fraudulently. The actual fig-
ure is 0.7%. Another perception is that 41% of social 
security goes to the unemployed; in reality, job seek-
ers’ allowance (JSA) payments only amount to 3% 
[14]. The missed mark on these statistics are similar 
to the media portrayal of so-called Islamist terrorism, 
even though terror attacks in Europe represented just 
2% of all crime.

The blossoming relationship between government 
and the media is seen from Rupert Murdoch’s in-
fluence over the establishment. The 1992 general 
election victory of John Major was mired in media 
meddling. Labour rival Neil Kinnock was ahead on 
all counts until a coordinated media 
attack on Kinnock’s policies on the last 
day of campaigning swung the vote in 
Major’s favour.

Tony Blair, aware of the need to es-
tablish Labour’s relationship with the 
media, secured just that prior to the 
1997 Labour landslide victory. Blair was 
known to meet Murdoch in exotic locations years 
before 1997. The Sun newspaper subsequently swung 
behind him for New Labour’s first victory.

Blair and Murdoch’s relationship proved so strong 
that Blair became the godfather to one of Murdoch’s 
children. He was also present at Murdoch’s child’s 
christening on the banks of the River Jordan [15].
In the run-up to the 2003 invasion of Iraq, Murdoch’s 
News Corporation once again proved its loyalty to 
Labour through its near-hysterical support for the 
planned invasion. All of Murdoch’s 175 newspapers 
across the world backed the war.

Just like politics, much of the media industry is 
closed to ordinary person. A range of factors includ-
ing the proliferation of unpaid internships, the rise 
of costly postgraduate qualifications and the decline 
of local newspapers act as barriers to entry in media 

to the average citizen. A study this year by the Sutton 
Trust found that 47% of the top 100 media profes-
sionals attended private schools [16]. The resulting 
effect naturally being a disproportionate representa-
tion of establishment views in mainstream media.

As Labour’s 13-year reign came to an end in 2010, 

the Tory’s time to resume power was supported by 
the media. David Cameron’s political opponents felt 
the wrath of the media during the 2010 campaign. 
Nick Clegg managed to pose himself as an anti-es-
tablishment insurgent, surging his party in the polls. 
The Sunday Times had Clegg at a 72% approval rat-
ing, making him the most popular party leader since 
Churchill. In an effort to resume normality, one Mail 
on Sunday headline read:

‘His Wife is Spanish, his Mother Dutch, his Father 
Half-Russian and his Spin Doctor German. Is there 
ANYTHING British about Lib Dem Leader Nick 
Clegg?’[17]
 
This brought the Lib Dems crashing back down in 
the polls. Ed Miliband, in 2015, was subject to tirades 
of “Red Ed”. Jeremy Corbyn is now in a similar posi-
tion.
The media’s role in consolidating the establishment’s 

The Establishment’s 
Cheerleaders

“The media’s role in consolidating the establish-
ment’s power is further reiterated via the re-
volving door between media and politics. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson is a beaming example of 
an individual who straddles both worlds.”
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power is further reiterated via the revolving door 
between media and politics. Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson is a beaming example of an individual who 
straddles both worlds. As the former editor of The 
Spectator and a weekly columnist for the Daily Tel-
egraph, Johnson once described his £250k salary at 
the newspaper as ‘chickenfeed’. Other such examples 
include:

• Boris Johnson’s communications chief at one 
point was Guto Harri, a former BBC political 
correspondent.

• When Harri left to join the Murdoch empire as 
director of communications, Johnson replaced 
him with the BBC’s Westminster editor Will 
Walden.

The BBC, whist portraying itself as the voice of the 
people, simply projects establishment opinion on 
both domestic and foreign issues alike - it is just an-
other mouthpiece for the establishment. The former 
chairman of the BBC Trust, Chris Patten served as 
a chairman of the Conservative Party and was also 
once a cabinet member.

In January 2009, the BBC refused to air an appeal by 
the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) to raise 
money to help those affected by Israel’s invasion of 
Gaza. 

When some BBC staff asked Director General Mark 

Thompson if they could privately support the DEC 
appeal, they were told doing so would mean putting 
their jobs in jeopardy.

The media is a powerful machine of the establish-
ment. Even if sincere Muslims felt that voting would 
affect real change on issues that mattered to them, 
namely Islamophobia, foreign policy and the spread 
of liberalism under the guise of LGBT, the media is 
an establishment body that works only for its inter-
ests.

Conclusions

With the election looming, the arguments thrown at 
Muslims to participate in the democratic vote range 
from this being the most important election of a 
generation to get out if you don’t agree with this way 
of life.

However, those who run the country will not change. 
The establishment are the power brokers of British 
society. They typify the self-serving nature of a capi-
talist state. Power remains in the hands of a few and 
mechanisms are in place to maintain the status quo.
 
The 2019 general election will not bring back power 
to people, as they say. Power has never been with the 
people. It is an illusion. With this being the sixth ma-
jor vote of the 2010s, it is a telling sign of how institu-
tional problems are simply kicked down the road and 
are not resolving the broken nature of this way of life.
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